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How do you study content that makes 
itself difficult to find?



QUANTITATIVELY

RQ1: How does centralization and decentralization of 
content create a shift in search terms?

•  requires a trend analysis of different search 
terms given a timeline of major host censorship 







QUALITITATIVELY

RQ2: To what extent do users of [platform X] respect 
the morality espoused by that platform?

•  Interviews?
•  Surveys?
•  Discourse Analysis



“We uphold the ideal of free speech on reddit as much as possible not 
because we are legally bound to, but because we believe that you—the user—
has the right to choose between right and wrong, good and evil, and that it is 
your responsibility to do so. When you know something is right, you should 
choose to do it. But as much as possible, we will not force you to do it… 
Virtuous behavior is only virtuous if it is not arrived at by compulsion. This is a 
central idea of the community we are trying to create.”

“Every Man Is Responsible For His Own Soul” (2014, 6 September). Blog.Reddit. Online: 
http://www.redditblog.com/2014/09/every-man-is-responsible-for-his-own.html 



DISCOURSE THEMES

•  Responsibility
– Who is responsible for protecting private content 

from being viewed? Is it those who view it, those 
who share it, those who host it, those who hack it, 
or those who create it—the victims themselves? 

•  Property
– To whom do these photos belong and in what kind 

of economy should they be exchanged? 



RESPONSIBILITY
/r/news
•  “You may not feel as though 

law enforcement has the 
authority to tell you what to do 
with nude photos of your ex-
girlfriend, but surely you have a 
moral obligation to avoid 
publicly exposing and shaming 
another person. If that 
exposure makes a person feel 
that their right to privacy has 
been violated, involving law 
enforcement is the logical next 
step.”

/r/MensRights
•  I’m not saying what should or 

should not be illegal. I’m just 
saying that to the best of my lay 
knowledge, if the boyfriend 
takes the pictures, then he 
owns the copyright. Period…So 
if an ex-boyfriend publishes 
nude pictures, not with the 
purpose of causing emotional 
harm, the CA law wouldn’t be 
applicable and there would be 
no copyright claim.




